20. 

SECRET 

Tonight, Ashlef.w{cijrT.ajij;e,s:€£ia > £k d>iu»d:witii }is.:.Aside from his BBC 
appoinirnent, Ashley is now the representative of the Banca Commerciale Itaiiana 
in England. This ought to be a rewarding position. 1 imagine he will pick up other 
directorships. 

October 2C, 1 961! - Saturday 

Had a haircut this morning, went to the oflice, and wrote the following letter 
to George Bail: 

Virginia Sunees luncheu with us. 

October 21, 1962 - Sunday 

I thought this would be a day of quietuJe. Such is not the case. I received 
a message from Washington early in the morning, asking whether I expected to be 
in London today and tomorrow. A couple of hours later, I began to get telephone calls 
and messages transmitted through thre<"; separate Embassy channels, indicating that 
something unusual was astir in Washington. Telegrams flHUHBM^BB brought out 
to me were not especiaJly enlightening until supplemented by a conversation with 
Bill Tyler in the Department, who said 1 was to meet a military plane at twelve o'clock 
tonight, at Greenham Common Airport. There I was to be briefed on what would 
iater be required of me. before the plane went on to Paris and other destinations. 
A telegram that followed mystified me slightly by naming as one of the passengers 
on the plane Dean Acheson. 

Archie Rooseveit and 1 motored out to the airfield, near Newbury, a trip j 
of over tv/o hours. This is a SAC base. The ship, one of the President's three jets, 
arrived ahead of time. Aboard it, amongst others, were Red Dowling, Dean Acheson, 
Sherman Kent, and Che: Cooper. They told us there had been a great commotion 
for several days in # ^asf$u|£tO|i,» as'a^rtjqujt'of th;- dssqoyery that the Soviets had 
been busily developing a missile potential in Cuba that would be useful for offensive 


SKCKET 

purposes. In fact, many missiles were aiready in piace, and a large number of 

airplanes, including twin-engine bombers am ready to fly. The most dangerous 

thing about this capability was that medium- range ballistic missiies, with a range 

of 1100 nautical miles, could reach as far as Washington, and southward beyond the 

Punama Canal. The intermediate RBM's, with a range of 2200 nautical miles, couici 

blanket the United States, with the exception of an area near Seattle, as well as reach 

south deep into Latm America. 

The President ha£ been considering this threat cioseiy for some days. Jn 

fact, the abandonment of his campaign tour on the grounds of having a cold was a 

pretext for returning to Washington to face this 'unexpected development. The 

was 
intelligence WB0 ascertained by high altitude reconnaisance photography, the 

validity of which MM not in doubt. I was instructed to see the Prime Minister 

tomorrow afternoon at four o'ciock, wnlle Acheson is to brief General de Gaulie 

the 
and the NATO Council later that day, and Dowling is to report the affair to/Chancellor 

tomorrow evening. At rnicimght tomorrow (7:00 p.m. American time) the President 

is going on the a-r to declare how he intends to handle the crisis. 

It appears there has been vioi.cn: contention at Liorne u.bout wh: should be done. 

Some aavocated the hare iine of v. ipmg out the basei and equipment, but a temporising 

policy seems to have won the uay. It is ratner unclear as to what this consists of, 

for 
but the president's talk will serve Mm elucidation. 

Archie. Che* Cooper (who is to brief us more fully tomorrow) and myself 

returned to London about three a. m. The plane went on to Paris, and thence to Bonn. 


SECKKT 

'Of'"'" .'■ adoptee .p. ^*aita«uu»>ori«.' t'sesf* Rt/o$evei> <.»re^to f.ii turn u. for his forth - 

v.;rin b conversations with Mountbatter. and Home. Thus far this has been a messy 

as res pre: s this Embassy 
:"•..:■ . .» (.•uu: , a.:citi , u/ which is surprising, m view, of us serious and dangerous nature, 

1 n~ i an engagement tu iunch ^;:h ken Galbrauh today, but he was suddenly 
.■ailed nway .inder instructions tu re: urn to inci.a at once where the difficulties 
ret ween :he Chinese and the lr.iiic.ns h^ve erup'ed into war. 

Kegimiu H. Pettus ui Charlotte Court Hou~e. came to see me this afternoon, 
•-win his ..a.gnter. lie- is a delightful fellow , and as Commonwealth's Attorney has 
done a :\ne jou :n tne county. I MB promisee last year to give a considerable sum of 
money toward the reconstruction of the Court House if the loc.ti Board of Supervisors 
Aoaiu carry ou: the plans advocated by Pettus. This is now being done. 

As a result o: briefing by Cooper and the others. 1 prepared notes for discussion 
thia morning v ith the Prime Minister, as follows: 

The ie:ter from the President to Macmiilan, on which my conversation with 

the latter was founded was a recital of what steps Mr. Kennedy expected to tane, 

and invited the PM to take the opportunity shouid he wish it. to discuss the situation 

between themseives by means of their private channel of communication. 

j 
L'ctober 23 , 1 Hb'J. - Tuesday '»' " - ' ' ! . 

My morning started about midnight, when Ai Wells called me regarding the 

Cuban affair. At one o'cIock, the Prime Minister teiephoaed me;' saying he had 

just had a telephone conversation with tfhe President and indicated that th* British 

Government wouici go along v. .th us. The PM was warm ana friendly, as he RMMm wa 

earlier in the ciay , and said we would be discussing these .-natters again shortly. 

.-I about the same :.::.e thougn I was unconsc A ous of it. tnere was « demonstration 

m iron: of trie Lmbi Ja> • iffiCrjLi:,V:;:;*^';*tjt •t*.,yejior«^]v«a : • • . protesting against the 


••• • • ■ M ■• • ••» • ••• 

9 ••• • • • • •• •• 


• •• •• ••• • • •• •• • •YH9 • 

President's speech, which in London time tBMMR delivered at midnight. The 


be"' : "S 


British morning papers did no*, have time for editorial comment, nor will there be 
much such until tomorrow^) morning. 

E and I lunched at Buckingham Palace, *bere the Queen entertained in honor • :- 
of Laurie and Isabel Norstad, and their dau^'c \ Mrs. Craw. The other guests 

were Lord Mountbatten, (Prince Philip not beinj, present'} the Homes, Antonia and Hugh 

Sir 
Fraser, Sir Michael Adeane./Mark Milbank, and Lady Margaret Hay. There was theu 

usual excellent Palace food, with a^gHMBHtti E°od 1959 Moselle. 1 sat between 

the Queen and Antonia Fraser, the former of whom displayed a lively interest in '--•"' 

the Cuban imbroglio. ' • 

The Embassy was picketed ail day by placard carriers M^^g such signs 
as Cuba si, Yankees no. Some of them had to be bodily removed from the lobby v : \j£ 
by the Police. ' •/! 

Eugene T. Kinnaly, Administrative Assistant to Speaker John McCormack, .\jg 
came with a friend to see me this afternoon. Since he had been associated with the 
legislative branch for almost 45 years, he had many stories, some of them droll, ■ '? 

about happenings in the House of Representatives. 

Robert Lutyens came to see me this^ afternoon. 1 have long considered having 
him paint my portrait, since 1 must leave one behind when I quit this post. He is 
an old friend, the son of Sir Edwin Lutyeps, the famous architect. 

At six o'clock, I went to Archie Roosevelt's house, to meet HughOaitskei] 


and George Brown, who were to be brief ^di on Cuba by Chet Cooper. 

I ''■ ■>■;■■■ ■■■■■•■■ - - Jfct 

I called Joan Koch de Gooreynd thiymornlng,- to inquire about Peter. -He 


ephonec 
had Tk 


yesterday fg 

\ oiefin a state of evident excitement, saying he was under the influence of 


sedatives and would] 8a vg tt> gd tt>1ios^it4*3at4r tflis.W4ek, for the removal of 
•• ••• • ••• • •• «• • • • ••• •• 

"part of one arm". The chief reason for his call was in reference to an article . /*$ 
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by Ian Fleming, in yesterday'* OBSERVER, commenting on the book "The Quiet :>M 

'•*% 

Canadian". In the course of his remarks, Fleming ■•.referred to I 

having ^ 

Sir Stewart Menzies Mi been Chief of MI 6 during the war. de Gooreynd, as one of ;> 

Menzies' deputies, took umbrage at this, saying it was the first time the identity 

of his Chief had ever been disclosed. I consider this an inaccurate statement, 

since it was well known after the war to many people that Menzies. known and addressed 

in his own organization only as "C", had been carrying on sucn work. 

Joan Koch de Gooreynd said Peter had already gone to the hospital, where he ^ 
would remain for two months, much of the time under sedation. She did not speak v^ 
of an operation, so I begin to suspect he may be slightly off his rocker. 

The Embassy sustained a massive assault this evening. About 2, 000 people 
had gathered in Grosvenor Square, amongst them tough elements probably belonging " 
to the Communist Party. The manifestation was ostensibly the work of the Committeejf 
of One Hundred (Lord Russell's anti-bomb people). The crowd attempted to break -'Vr 
through the plate glass doors of the ground floor, but were repulsed by the Police. ■'.=?.#;£; 
The Police Force was augmented by officers brought in from other parts of London. 
It finally consisted of almost 300 Bobbies; - The Commandant of the Metropolitan 
Police District appeared in person, called away from a dinner at Claridges. Findley 
Burns telephoned me an account of the fracas. Several policemen were injure d; 
about 145 protesters were removed in )31ack Marias, a couple of which~were~i toned 
as they drove through the streets. Had the. demonstrates succeeded in breaking in, .i% 


ad the. demonstrate 

W. oi i0. l:.:.:.i 

we might have had a nasty time. 


October 24, 1962 - Wednesday 

I spen*. most of the morning on the subject, pf P£Otepting the Embassy. I 

• a •• ••• • ••• • • • • • 

congratulated Mr. Kemp^ &ur.h&v~£euirity Officer ••and Sergeant Goodwin, the 


•• ••• • • • •• •• • ••• • 


Draft passage for* tire £ria» Minister's Jstatefcngm T3n October 25, 1962 
"In his message and through the United States Ambassador in London 
President Kennedy made it clear to me on Monday, October 22 that he had become 
very concerned about the Soviet supplies of offensive weapons to Cuba in recent 
weeks. It is of course true that the United States authorities had known for 
some time the location of a number of surface to air missile sites in Cuba, 
but these missiles, even though carrying nuclear warheads, may be regarded 
as of a defensive nature. Very recently, however, at least eight ballistic 
missile sites have been definitely identified in Cuba. Normally each such 
site has four launchers and each launcher has two missiles. This indicates 
a capability of delivering a total of 64 MRBM and 1RBM missiles. Reports 
from all American intelligence sources confirm thai at least 30 missiles 
are already present in Cuba. MRBM missiles, with their range of over a 
thousand miles, could reach a large area of the United States including 
Washington and nearly the whole of Central America and the Caribbean 
including the Panama Canal. Intermediate range ballistic missiles have an 
operational range of 2200 nautical miles. Further sites for both types of 
missiles are being constructed. All these missiles are designed to carry and 
must be presumed to carry nuclear bomb«i — in a d dition, Russ ia h a s supp lie d 


rr.:'.'.:'" ••-•• r- 1 r rz ;./r.:.r:>n 
Cuba with IL 28 aircraft, of which ove^ twenty have been definitely identified. 

Mjll> ■ :£-rf>_£L 

These bombers are of course offensive; and not defensive weapons. It is 

interesting to note that the Soviet Union do not appear to have denied the 

i i . . . • . •. ' s' 

presence of these missiles in Cuba and inde.ed-it may be difficult for them to 
do so since the United States believe that-there-are-atr-ieast-five thousand-Soviet 
military personnel a^rea^y on, the jslajnd. V ••• «. ••• •« 




.SECRETj 

• « i • 


«•• •• 

•• • • 

• • • 


ZTS 


We had a cocktail party tonight for: 

.<> "r* 
Mr. and Mrs. George Crawford : : . v ; a 

Mr. and Mrs. Harris Nelson (Barron's) '•'* 

Mr. and Mrs. Julian Allen 
Mr. Kenneth Fox (Kansas City Star) 
Mrs. Mildred Billing (Harpist) 
Doreen Lady Bra bourne 
Mr. Charles Harding (Art dealer) 
General and Mrs. Puryear 
Mr. and Mrs. Jackson Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. Frazier Meade 

In connection with Embassy security, we have given strict instructions to the 

Marines, as well as to the rest of our personnel, that under no circumstances are 

they to use pistols, even if attacked. We have sent to Frankfort for a supply of tear gas, 

with 
and would expect /it to repulse any attempt by rioters to penetrate above the first 

floor of the building. I do, however, want to reconsider whether for the protection *■ 

of the code room we should not, as a last resort, open fire. ,?' 


October 25, 1962 - Thursday 

Chet Cooper returns to Washington this morning. In the aftermath of his ' ■ 

vL«it we are still having repercussions fr<-»m the release of some of the air reconnaisanci 
pictures to the London newspapers. After midnight two days ago, Mike Forrestal ' :: k 
calicd me from the Operations Room at the White House to inquire into which 
photographs had been shown. It seems there was a question as to whether the release >• 
in the United States should not be simultaneous, — Asa-result-of-a misconstruction of 


! 


what occurred, Bill Clark, our PAO, his now been referred to in the Washington Post 
as the "errant USIS Officer in London" who made a mistake. Russ Wiggins, of| the 
Post, is coming to see me this afternoon, &&d I shall straighten it out-with-him 


Walter Stoessel, SHAPE Liaison Officer, came over to see me this mornjing, 


"J- 5 


on instructions froihtLaMrJeNoJsikd^ioi^veJnie^-^^^ 
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of Norstad's private conversation with the Prime Minister. It was kind of the 
General to have gone to this trouble. He has conveyed the substance of what he 
told me to the President, 4s I had heard it directly myself from Macmillan, wte can 
let the matter rest. 

I had a lunch today, arranged by John Correll, at the house for himself, 
and Messrs. Fred Hayday, George Woodcock, and Harry Douglass, of the TUC. 
At 50, Fred Hayday is the youngest trade unionist ever to serve as chairman of the 
8 million strong Trades Union Congress. He is the first to follow in the footsteps 
of his father, Arthur Hayday, WKBBm TUC chairman in 1931. He is considered 
intelligent, realistic and competent. Politically, he is slightly right of center, but 
tm forward-looking and progressive. He has visited the US, is considered an >- v X. 


y -a 


outstanding trade union specialist in the gas and electricity industry, and is a <y[ 

member of two committees established by the Government to advise Ministers on ^ 

radiation hazards. George Woodcock has been TUC General Secretary for two years. ■ 
Already be has created a widespread favorable impression. More of an economist .. 
than a politician, he prefers a quiet, almost secluded private life to the many public 
requirements of his job. He is a Lancashire man and a member of the Roman Catholic 
Church. Harry Douglass, as General Secretary of the Steelworkers Union, has a 

real capacity for constructive leadership. The industrial re la tion s in tho ctool 

c-r:.v :••■— r.? ct •'.::-: A/nrc/JR : ; 

industry are among the best in the UK. Douglass is a witty, shrewd Yorkshireraai * 

He is considered right of center, and this year is chairman of the TUC's Economic :'■£ 

i ___ . " : 

Committee which deals with the GovernmenJt on economic matters, the Common-Market, 

' ** ...... •*- 

and kin'ired subjects. He has been to the United States several times and knows rainy 

of our top trade unionists, including Georg e Meany. - 


• • •• 
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As far as 1 was concerned, we had a delightful tune. We engaged in an 
uninhibited interchange over the subject of American policy toward Cuba, in the 
course of which it was interesting to hear of the internal turmoil the issue ha$ 
created in trade union ranks. They are all three intelligent, intelligible, and 
articulate. I thought Woodcock's summation was striking, when he observed that 
no matter what happened in the Cuban affair, his policy would finally be dictated by 
his instincts; those instincts would be to side with the US, right or wrong. 

This afternoon, Bill Rogers, formerly Attorney General under President 

Eisenhower, and Russell Wiggins, of the Washington Post, came to see me. I took 

them out to the house, where I had a meeting with these American newspaper 

correspondents; 

Sheward Haggerty, Newsweek 

Louis Rukeyser, Baltimore Sun 

William Stoneman, Chicago Daily News 

Joseph Fromm, US News and World Report 

Norman Gelb, Mutual Broadcasting Co. 

William Sheehan, ABC 

Robert Eastabrook, Washington Post 

Drew Middleton, New York Times 

Robert Ball, Time 

James Anderson, Westinghouse Broadcasting 

Fernard Auberjonois, Toledo Blade 

Arthur Veysey, Chicago Tribune 

Graham Hovey, Minneapolis Star-Tribune 

Joseph Harsch, NBC 

Alexander Kendrick, CBS 

Rogers and Wiggins have been in L o nd o n, -negotiating for the use of -certain 

articles and services from the Observer, the Sunday Times, and the Manchester 

! ' 'C'-'v - : -' - ^ t'/.St 

Guardian. The Post will handle these for national distribution, and as I understand 


it, there will be some sharing by the Los Angeles Times. The Post is-alsc-takinj: 
over Walter Lippmann from the Herald Tribune syndicate, and shortly expects to 


engage Joe Alsop. 5itce*MJe KeJalUTVifc!uie-il ipemj-icjmuch money,- Wiggins-as 


ys 


WfflJ^Wv?'' 
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they should be glad of this new arrangement, for under it they will obtain Lippmann 
and Alsop articles for less than it now costs them. 

We had an animated cocktail party. Journalists are seldom reluctant to pose 
embarrassing questions. These were not, however, too difficult to dispose of. A 
couple of t!.em, with considerable suspicion about the British, and perhaps animus 
against them, were determined to put across the argument that the Government and 
the Opposition would sell Berlin and Turkey down the river if they could. 

They all showed a decided interest in the timing of the briefing of the Prime*' 
Minister, de Gaulle, and Adenauer, and concluded that this last performance 
represented a real security achievement on the part of the US Government. Some 
of them expressed surprise over the sturdy backing given to the President's policy 
by the British. ji 

October 26, 1962 - Friday ,".$ 

Raining this morning. It is announced the maximum temperature will be 54°. {.$. 

1 have a complete breakdown of Embassy personnel. It is interesting to note / 

that American State Department employees represent only about a third of the total. Jj 

The reason for the large number of locals employed by State is chiefly due to our 

administrative office having charge of all the general services of our establishments. \\ 

As concerns the other agencies, this is do n e o n a s o ■ caff ed- r e imbursable ba&m. * 

About ten o'clock this morning I had a call from Francis Burton, Jr. , of 


Richmond, Virginia. In view of the hour there being five o'clock a.m., and from 

the tenor of his coi, .'ersation, I would guess he might have been celebrating "Something 

during the night. At any rate, he falsely ascribed to me and congratulated me on 


the firm stand taken, by «d|e:Brfci?li«eqt , e rimers ln,twsk#3f the'US dn"CubaT"~He"aTso 
»••••««•# ••• • ••••• 

said he and his friends would*ltke to run me as Governor of Virginia. I was unable 


••• • ••• 



to put across to him the idea that 1 was not a citizen of Virginia. Next, he wanted 

to sell me a large farm in Halifax County. Failing in that endeavor, be offered to -o :'•!•? 

buy lay own. I used to know his father well. He lived at Stuart, Virginia. •'..' 

I had a short talk with William Davies, of the Old Millhillians ' Club, whose 
annual dinner 1 attended last year. He wanted me to send a message to them for 
use at their reunion this evening. 

I took Matt McClosky, our Ambassador to Ireland, to our staff meeting this 
morning. He amused us all by his remarks on his experiences thus far at his post. 
He said he had no vexatious duties, but was trying to keep his wife from being 
homesick by making periodical importations of their children and their 38 grand children, 

I lunched at Bucks with Bill Stoneraan. I had not known he suffered from 
high blood pressure. He felt so faint that at one point he thought he might have to 
leave and go home. I sensed he must be in considerable distress when he MM 
rejectra tempting looking roast partridge. 

He thinks, as 1 do, that most of the decisions to be made in the future 

regarding Cuba should be done by the US on a unilateral basis. I especially fear 

too great an involvement by the UN in this affair. 

On the way back from Bucks, I stoppeTTlfl" aTTeusier, and ordered afluther 

I •'•■••■ :■..,:., -.va-.. ■:,./;:*/« 

flat silver service. To compensate somewhat for this expenditure, I left on offe;* 

1 1-" • W* -■-.■■: trfJt 1 


'3$ 


with Peter Vaughan at John Sparks & Co. 'two Chinese saucers, made about 1000 


A.D., 


that 1 1 


) bought years ago from Mathias JComor soon after he had set up~hi£ bus: ness 


in New York. They were part of his stock at Shanghai. ThisMHn confiscated 

•f~~u _J *'"' L' ' " "i - 

by the Japanese, but carefully packed WL aTXer the Japanese surrender". - He*T6cated 
A 

most of it in Tokyo. 
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This moaning, we delivered to the Prime Minister copies of five messages 

that had passed from October 21 to October 25 between President Kennedy and 

Chairman Khrushchev. The President's communications were^Mi toughjMtHg 

the replies ■■■ little less 30. Khrushchev continues to deny that the weapons sent 

to Cuba are "offensive". He asserts that violation of the freedom of the use of 

international waters and international air space is an act of aggression, pushing 

mankind towards the abyss of a world missile -nuclear war. 

Our reports indicate that Soviet cargo ships carrying munitions have all 
one of to the President 

turned back, but Khrushchev, in/his messages 7 , stated emphatically that the Soviet 

Government cannot give instructions to the captains of Soviet vessels bound for 

Cuba to obey the orders of the American Naval forces blockading the island. 

The Home and Macmillan speeches yesterday, and what Home told the Soviet 
Charge d 'Affaires, Loginov. when he called at the Foreign Office yesterday, have 
been most helpful to us. 

1 was to see Harold Caccia this afternoon at the Foreign Office, to take up 
with him an urgent request from Averell Harriman for the UK Government, to 
increase its contribution for the financial assistance program in Laos. He was 
unable to see me, since he remained closeted withthe Prime Minister for hours, — I— 
sent him a memorandum on the subject. | 


Tonight, Pamela Berry dined with us. ; 


H£k ■£.??'*' 


October 27, 1962 - Saturday I 

Beautiful cold day, temperature 50°. We M accepted an invitation to spend 
the weekend at Lady Hesketh's in Northamptonshire. There is to be a steeplechase 
meeting today on her private race course at Towcester. 

I de cided inSrew o£ th© $u6an,J*reb\em; ^^S&arid here, so E went down alone. 


k 4 33^. 
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The PM and Lord Home cancelled their engagements, and both will be ' / 


in town. I am glad I made this decision, for both at the office and at home 1 was 
fully occupied, receiving and transmitting messages. 

President Kennedy and Chairman Khrushchev are burning up the wires. 
This morning the latter K proposed to link the Cuban with the Turkish bases by an 
agreeme-.it to ^sram^b^o^hem^ former K promptly rejected the offer. 

Tom Beale came out this evening with papers for me, as did Bill Clark 
after dinner. 

October *8, 1962 - Sunday 

Mac Toon came out this morning, with emergency messages to be delivered 
to the Prime Minister. One of them was a long telegram, hitherto not passed on, 
from Khrushchev to Kennedy, polemical in nature, adding little to the prospect 
of peaceful settlement. Another was addressed by the President to Macmiilan, 
deGaulie and Adenauer, suggesting that Nor-tad- remain-o n as Supreme Allied 

Commander until perhaps January 1, 196$. 1 am sure Laurie will bVpieased 

j ' lifcAj X / /■// 

to do so; I had mentioned this possibility when he was here a few days ago." rie 

| 

answered that if the opportunity were presented he would grasp it. 

! tcj give ,rae some useful 


T 


Philip de Zulueta. 


1 worked on a roundup telegram to the Secretary, which was despatched 
as follows: 

E returned before lunch. Immediately afterwards, Findley Burns, today's 
Duty Officer, telephoned to say there was coming in over the wire services an 
announcement by Khrushchev of his intention to dismantle the offensive weapon bases 
in Cuba, as well &9fjp £iab%&\k sjrift jt» n#e SfcvVt .JhityJ the offending weapons. 


